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The Marcy Syms Upstander Story

I remember being in I remember being in 4th Grade. I was pretty popular then with my 
cadre of buds (friends). One day, after the middle of the school 
term, a new girl, Rose, was placed in our class. She was 

different––and certainly bigger––a head taller than the rest of us, 
even sitting down. In those days (1959-60), with her blue-black skin, 

we called her a Negro. 

I started paying attention, watching her (maybe like a detective), 
and sand saw that she was always alone. I never saw any kids talk to her. 
The teacher never called on her in class. Soon I noticed that Rose 
didn’t join any after-school clubs or shows. Kids would laugh 

at her, mostly behind her back. I thought: that is mean. 
I don’t like that. I’m going to try to get to know her. 

I guess thI guess that was courageous of me, because it might cause kids to 
tease me, but I knew I had a sense of justice and fairness, and I was 
determined to do the right thing. So, I purposely sat next to her 

and chatted with her in the school hallway.

It turns out Rose was very shy, but had interesting things to say if I 
took the time to listen. I learned that her life was very different 

from what I knew, and I liked hearing new stories. 

 

Rose lived with a family that her mother was working for. None of 
the mothers I knew worked outside the home, 
other than helping with PTA or Tupperware.

Rose said she knew that kids were making jokes about her, 
and even though it really hurt, she pretended she didn’t care. 

I felt that Rose was so strong. I was glad I was being nice to her, 
and thought it was ugly that the other kids were mean to her. 
After all, whAfter all, what’s so hard about making Rose feel welcome? 
Is it any harder to be kind than to be mean?  Some say I was 

courageous. 

I’m all for Courageous Kindness.       

PPresident of the Sy Syms Foundation and former CEO of Syms Corp, Marcy Syms is an independent director 
of private and public companies, proöt and non-proöt.  She was one of the youngest women to be named 
President of a publicly traded NYSE company, was an early adopter of public radio and television, and is an 

advocate for the ERA. HAWT is proud to have Marcy Syms on its Advisory Council.

NOTE: THE C-TEAM IS AVAILABLE TO HELP TEACHERS INCORPORATE THIS COMIC BOOK INTO 
THEIR CLASS LEARNING EXPERIENCE. PLEASE CONTACT HAWT@HAVEARTWILLTRAVEL.ORG
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“Bee, The Brave Upstander”
an educational initiative
of the non-profit

Have Art: Will Travel (HAWT) 
for courageous kindness
invites submissions of comic

or graphic narror graphic narratives for publication
as part of hawt’s series addressing
becoming a courageous upstander.

This project started when HAWT/Sein’s
college interns (working at either the Tribeca NY Studio

or remotely during Covid) suggested
they write and illustrate 
a story based on the artist’sa story based on the artist’s
art and the upstander missions

of the non-profit.
The stories in this series follow the adventures

of a youngster named Bee
who personally experiences or witnesses victimization.

Bee finds the power of art helps to inspire
the Bullied, Bulthe Bullied, Bully, Bystander, and Brave Upstander

to display courageous kindness
to become an everyday hero.

 
To submit a comic/graphic narrative,

Go to https://www.haveartwilltravel.org/
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The Brave family lived in what could only be 
described as a greenhouse circus. Little Bee lived 
with her mom, dad, and parakeet named Pride. 
Their house was so full of color and plants that 
Bee wasn’t sure where their house stopped and the 
outdoors began.
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Bee lived life to her fullest, but recently 
she was feeling glum. She felt different. 
She did not want mom to hang up her 
artwork. She did not want to water the 
garden with dad. She dreaded her art 
class at school.
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“Please, let me put up your drawings!”
said Mom. “They are incredible and
colorful, just like you! You used to
love your art, Bee. is anything wrong?”
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“No, I’m okay,” said Bee quietly.

Bee’s dad chimed in, “You
don’t seem yourself lately!
The Brave family 
sticks up for 
each other 
if anything
is the mis the matter.”



12 1�

%ee used to thinN her hDir ZDs creDtiYe 
Dnd fun, noZ it felt messy. she used to 
pDint Dll dDy long. noZ she ZDs DshDmed 
of her DrtZorN. 

(Yeryone Dt school 
DlZDys Dcted the 
sDme ZDy Ds eDch 
other. All of their 
Drt looNed the sDme. 
%ee ZDs different 
Dnd stood out from Dnd stood out from 
the rest. Some Nids 
eYen mDde fun of her, 
especiDlly D boy nDmed %in[. 

%ut %ee ZDs unhDppy. (Yer since she 
stDrted the first grDde, she felt liNe 
she didn�t belong.
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Each day Bee would sit
quietly, trying not to stand 
out. But still, the other kids 
stared at her.

When the teacher wasn’t listening, Binx 
the biggest bully, would say “Look at Bee’s 
gross art!  It looks like purple sludge!” 
Binx would whisper to other students 
“Bee is so weird, why does she look
 that way?”

Some kids would laugh
along, others just

watched. Bee wondered
why no one would 
stand up to Binx.



“Oh, I have an idea!” Bee thought. 
She then rushed outside.

Bee looked at her name signed in her 
sketchbook, trying to hold back her tears, 
thinking “Even though my whole name is
Bee Brave, How can I BE brave when 
I don’t FEEL brave?” 

She thought about her Mom and Dad 
who  gave her a hug, with a gentle 
“Be brave, Bee” every morning before 
going to school. 
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Everyone rushed over to the 
window to see what Bee was 
doing. It was amazing. Bee’s 
drawings were blowing in 
the wind, and looked alive. 
Even Binx was impressed, but 
he still continued to make he still continued to make 
fun of Bee in a loud voice.
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But now, Ms. Berry and the class, 
especially Babs, told Binx to stop 
being jealous and mean to bee. as 
binx continued to watch the 
fantastic art that bee was making, 
binx started to think that his 
bullying was only 
making enemies making enemies 
instead of friends.



22

Bee realized that her thoughts and actions 
(to make the drawings blow in the wind) had 
given her new strength and courage, because 
she wasn’t worrying if the other kids liked her 
or not. She had to be herself! She had to 
stand up for herself!
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%ee thought hDrd, Dnd then sDid |0y Drt is 
different from eYeryone else�s Drt Dnd 
thDt mDNes it Yery importDnt to me. (Yeryone�s 
Drt is importDnt, becDuse no one Zill eYer 
mDNe the sDme thing. So I shouldn�t listen 
to people Zho don�t liNe my Drt. I cDn mDNe 
Dnything I Dnything I ZDnt Dnd I cDn stDnd up for 
myself becDuse I mDtter. I Dm importDnt too�}

As eYeryone listened to %ee, they thought 
Dbout their oZn ZDys of becoming Dn 
8pstDnder for themselYes. 

2� 2�

(Yeryone cDme outside Dnd sDt Dround %ee. 
|<our Drt is so beDutiful� We loYe it�} the
Children e[clDimed.

%ee looNed strDight Dt %in[ Dnd sDid, |I�m
not going to let you or Dnyone else bully me 
Dnymore. There is no reDson for you to be 
so meDn to me.}  %in[ listened closeso meDn to me.}  %in[ listened closely, 
Dnd then he did something he hDrdly eYer did
beforezhe Dpologi]ed. %ee ZDs silent Dt first, 
but then she sDid |I forgiYe you, but I�ll NnoZ
you meDn it by hoZ you treDt me Dnd others 
in the future.} She then Nindly gDYe %in[ D hug.

0s. %erry DsNed |HoZ did you leDrn to be 
so brso brDYe Dnd confident Zith your Drt, %ee"}



2� 2�

|0om� 'Dd�
I ZDs %5A9( todDy�

0y Drt helped me to be brDYe�}
TH( (N'

When %ee got home
she felt

proud of herself.
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Art can be a catalyst 
for dialogue, empathy, 
and upstander action. 
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BE AN UPSTANDER!
BE CONFIDENT!
BE KIND!

BE YOURSELF!
BE BRAVE!
BEE BRAVE!

P.S. GradualP.S. Gradually, being an upstander
will become a habit,

and you won’t even need
extra armor.

your own body and mind
are enough

to practice kindness.
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S O C IA L  A C T IV IS T  P R A IS E  F O R  

BEe THE UPSTAN D ER
C O M IC S / G R A P H IC  N A R R A T IV E S
Created by passionate young adults for ages 7-10 (plus compassionate elders)
Produced by the non-profit Have Art: Will Travel! Inc For Courageous Kindness

“Giving our young people a model like Bee 
will no doubt inspire kindness and emwill no doubt inspire kindness and empathy, 

and encourage courageous upstander behavior.”  
Ted Bunch

author, educator, activist to prevent violence against women; 
Chief Development Officer of A Call to Men 

"Bee the Brave Upstander series emboldens young people 
to practice fairness, justice and inclusion 
wrapped in acts of courageous kindness." wrapped in acts of courageous kindness." 

Achebe (Betty) Powell
social justice activist, educator, founding director of Betty Powell Associates, 
specializing in antiracist, equity and inclusion training and development.

“In an era with so many bullies in the news, 
brave upstanders are just what we need. 

This series inspires youngsters to stand up and speak out.” 
Rob OkunRob Okun

editor & publisher, Voice Male, The Magazine for Changing Men   

“I wish I had a Bee the Upstander when I was young. 
But now, thanks to HAWT and Linda Stein’s 4Bs 
(Bully, Bullied, Bystander and Brave Upstander), 

my grandchildren and children everywhere can become 
empathetic, kind, courageous, loving and artistic.” 

Barbara WinslowBarbara Winslow
Author, Educator; Brooklyn College/CUNY Women's and Gender Studies; 

Founding Director Emerita of the Shirley Chisholm Project on Brooklyn Women's Activism
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