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“Bee, The Brave Upstander”
an educational initiative
of the non-profit

Have Art: Will Travel (HAWT) 
for courageous kindness
invites submissions of comic

or graphic narror graphic narratives for publication
as part of hawt’s series addressing
becoming a courageous upstander.

This project started when HAWT/Sein’s
college interns (working at either the Tribeca NY Studio

or remotely during Covid) suggested
they write and illustrate 
a story based on the artist’sa story based on the artist’s
art and the upstander missions

of the non-profit.
The stories in this series follow the adventures

of a youngster named Bee
who personally experiences or witnesses victimization.

Bee finds the power of art helps to inspire
the Bullied, Bulthe Bullied, Bully, Bystander, and Brave Upstander

to display courageous kindness
to become an everyday hero.

Issue 3 finds Erica striving to be accepted
by her classmates and teachers as a girl.
Bee cares about Erica and helps her

to be accepted by others as her true self.
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To submit a comic�graphic narrative,
Go to https���www.haveartwilltravel.org�
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The Dr. Kevin Jenkins Upstander Story

Growing up, everyone called me a tomboy – family, classmates, teachers, 
even strangers. The dictionary says a tomboy is “a girl who behaves in a 

manner usually considered boyish.” Adults would say, “Don’t worry. She’ll 
grow out of this phase.” But it wasn’t a phase. I was just being myself.

Not fitting into whNot fitting into what the world expected made life tough. School wasn’t 
easy. Even in college, I faced bullying. But amazing friends and supportive 

professors kept me from giving up.

When I became a college professor, I feared trouble and losing my job 
because there were no protections where I worked. But being silent didn’t 
really help trans people like me. I realized that my silence about my 

experiences made me a bystander. 

One dOne day, interviewers came to the college to talk to employees about their 
experiences. They wanted to know if we felt happy and safe. They talked to 
different groups based on gender, race, ethnicity, and even if we were 
LGBTQ+. But only one other person and I spoke about being LGBTQ+. He 

hadn't told anyone he was gay, afraid of losing his job. 

LLater, the interviewers asked if they could film me telling my story so that 
others could learn. I thought about it and remembered the professor who 
couldn't tell his friends he was gay. I didn't want people to feel like they had 

to be silent, so I said yes to being on video.
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At a big event on campus, lots of people watched my video, including 
someone important called a Board of Trustees member. He learned from my 
video that LGBTQ+ employees and students had no policy protections. He 

wanted to help people like me feel safe and happy at the college. 

I spoke in front of the Board, and they decided to make rules to protect 
LGBTQ+ employees and students. It made a big difference for all of us!

Allies working together as brave upstanders make important changes happen. 

I am proud to be a man and a brI am proud to be a man and a brave upstander.

Dr. Kevin Jenkins is an assistant professor of art education at Texas State University. He is a man of trans experience and a 
scholar specializing in transgender theory and trans masculinities. He presents regularly on trans allyship at the National Art 
Education Association annual conventions and is author of scholarly articles on trans issues in the academic journals Visual 
Culture and Gender, the Journal of Social Theory in Art Education, the International Journal of Education Through Art, 

and Studies in Art Education.
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Completed under the supervision of
Linda Stein and Have Art: Will Travel Inc.
During a Summer 2019 Internship

Written and Illustrated By
Claire Boty

Technical Assistance by
Rachel BirkenRachel Birkentall

Curricular Team Chair:
Karen Keifer-Boyd

Edited by
© Linda Stein, 2020
All Rights Reserved

Produced by
HHave Art: Will Travel! Inc.

NOTE: THE C-TEAM IS AVAILABLE TO HELP TEACHERS 
INCORPORATE THIS COMIC BOOK INTO 
THEIR CLASS LEARNING EXPERIENCE. 
PLEASE CONTACT HAWT@HAVEARTWILLTRAVEL.ORG
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Art can be a catalyst 
for dialogue, empathy, 
and upstander action. 
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BE AN UPSTANDER!
BE CONFIDENT!
BE KIND!

BE YOURSELF!
BE BRAVE!
BEE BRAVE!

P.S. GradualP.S. Gradually, being an upstander
will become a habit,

and you won’t even need
extra armor.

your own body and mind
are enough

to practice kindness.
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